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Data sources 
 
The data used for this analysis come from the Australian Electoral Commission’s 
donations database, which records payments disclosed in accordance with the 
Commonwealth Electoral Act (1918) Cth. All monetary amounts have been converted to 
2019/20 constant (‘real’) dollars, and rounded to the nearest whole dollar. The analysis 
has been completed with the technical assistance of Melbourne Law School researcher, 
Malcolm Anderson. 
 
We have analysed the disclosures of all parties currently represented in the 
Commonwealth Parliament: given that Rex Patrick Team was registered by the AEC in 
January 2021, and its first disclosures made after July 2021, no data relating to it was 
available at the time of writing. 
 
While we have cited party-reported data – which is generally more reliable – we have 
also included donor-reported data for completeness. In spite of the fact that party-
reported data is generally more accurate, there are some advantages to donor-reported 
data: for example, many donations from industries may have been directed through 
various third parties or even associated entities and do not appear in party accounts; 
furthermore, donor-reported figures, somewhat surprisingly, routinely include amounts 
that are under threshold. The disadvantage of donor-reported data is that not all donors 
voluntarily report their contributions. 
 
The data included moneys declared as normal ‘donations’, ‘other receipts’, subscriptions 
and other ‘unspecified’ income. Capital transfers, public funding, bank and other loans, 
other government grants (such as political development grants) and intra party transfers 
have been excluded.  
 
In respect of the amounts disclosed, it is important to bear in mind that because of the 
threshold requirement, the AEC data does not capture all donations. We also note that 
the minimum donation amount requiring disclosure is indexed annually: to ensure 
consistency, retrojected ‘threshold amounts’ for the period 1998/99 to 2005/06 were 
calculated (see Figure 1). 
 
Figure 1: Threshold Donation Amounts Reportable to the Australian Electoral 
Commission 
 

Financial Year Amount Source 
1998-1999  8,010  Calculated 
1999-2000  8,200 Calculated 
2000-2001  8,690 Calculated 
2001-2002  8,940 Calculated 
2002-2003  9,220 Calculated 
2003-2004  9,430 Calculated 
2004-2005  9,660 Calculated 
2005-2006  9,970 Calculated 
2006-2007  10,300 AEC 
2007-2008  10,500 AEC 



2008-2009  10,900 AEC 
2009-2010  11,200 AEC 
2010-2011  11,500 AEC 
2011-2012  11,900 AEC 
2012-2013  12,100 AEC 
2013-2014  12,400 AEC 
2014-2015  12,800 AEC 
2015-2016 13,000 AEC 
2016-2017 13,200 AEC 
2017-2018 13,500 AEC 
2018-2019 13,800 AEC 
2019-2020 14,300 AEC 

 
Note: AEC figures set from 2006/07 to the present; periods before have been estimated 
using an approximation of CPI increases 
Source: Malcolm Anderson, Joo-Cheong Tham, Zim Nwakora, Anika Gauga, Stephen 
Mills, and Narelle Miragliotta, ‘Less Money, Fewer Donations: The Impact of New South 
Wales Political Finance Laws on Private Funding of Political Parties’, Australian Journal of 
Public Administration, 77 (4), 2018 (Table 2, p. 803) 
 
 
Total donations tables 
 
Given that not all under-threshold donations were reported by parties (or if they were, 
the AEC excluded them from the database), the party-reported data excludes under-
threshold donations, while the donor-reported data includes them. In order to permit 
comparisons of over-threshold totals, we have also provided separate over-threshold 
calculations for the donor-reported data. 
 
Biggest donor tables 
 
These tables include only over-threshold amounts (with the percentage of a donor’s 
contribution to total donations calculated as a percentage of over-threshold totals).  
 
Biggest donor sector tables 
 
In many cases, donors can be broadly classified according to industries. This 
classification has been performed using a template based on the Democracy4Sale 
classification (which is maintained by staff within the NSW Greens Party), and 
supplemented or corrected where appropriate. While this process is broadly reliable, it is 
also, to a certain extent, approximate and subjective. 
 
Cross-industry classification, and some entities’ changing industry involvement, are 
issues that it is important to be aware of. 
 
These tables include only over-threshold amounts (with sector dominance calculated as 
a percentage of over-threshold total donations by donors which have been classified by 
sector [nb: not all donors have been able to be classified in this way]). 
 
Categorization of donations by size 
 
These tables calculate the percentage that each specified range of donations 
contributes as a portion of reported donations. 



 
The party-reported data includes over-threshold donations (again, not all under-
threshold donations were reported by parties – or if they were, the AEC excluded them 
from the database), while the donor-reported data includes both under and above-
threshold donations. 
 


